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[Abstract]

Issues and Implications of the EU’s Directive
on Copyright in the Digital Single Market™

Lee, Won

The recently enacted EU Directive (2019/790) amends the copyright policy
through two directions: one, to increase the distribution of content in the
European market by expanding the scope of content usage—which was blocked
due to the lack of legal action—to meet the needs of the digital market; and two,
to strengthen the rights of the rights holders and to ensure that the distribution
platform’s income is distributed equitably to the rights holders, thereby
improving the disproportionate relationship and enabling the market to function
better. The issue is with the second direction of this Directive. This reform
promotes the structural transformation of the content industry in a new digital
environment through copyright policy. The new EU directive is expected to have
a great impact on Korea's copyright law and content industry policy in the future.
The regulations on the obligations and responsibilities of online service providers
are expected to be sufficiently effective in South Korea. In order to stimulate
investment and creation in the content industry, the South Korean government

should try to make policy changes that align with the new digital economy.
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