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[Abstract]

How does the Use of Socially Critical Content in
South Korea Affect the National Brand Image?
Focusing on In-Depth Interviews with Foreigners

Lee, Jiwoo - Lee, Jae-Shin

Korean media content has recently gained popularity in many countries.
However, much of it is dystopian content that reveals the negative aspects of
Korean society. This study focused on how the success of dystopian content
affects Korea’s national brand image. Interviews were conducted with foreigners
who had previously watched Korean dystopian content. The interview results
showed that dystopian content did not negatively affect Korea’s national brand
image. Rather, it had positive effects such as demonstrating the excellence of
the Korean film industry. In addition, the influence of the content varied
depending on the interviewees’ prior knowledge and experience. This study has
important implications for understanding the influence of dystopian content.
Through this study, it was concluded that Korea should establish a national brand
as a country with powerful cultural content by focusing on the quality of the
content, not on how many negative aspects are included in it. In addition, the
study suggests policies that can continuously provide direct or indirect

information about Korea to ensure the success of the content.

[Keywords] socially critical contents, K-wave media, national brand, national
image, squid game
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