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[Abstract]

A Critical Review of Research Trends on Korean
Sign Language in Relation to Law and Policy:
A Cultural Policy Perspective

Shin, Yoojin

This study examines research trends in Korean Sign Language (KSL) and their
alignment with national policy, focusing on the protection of cultural rights. Using
Article 6, Clause 2 of the Korean Sign Language Act (2016) as the analytical
framework, KSL-related studies from 2001 to 2022 were collected from the KClI
and RISS databases, categorized by topic, and analyzed by publication period.

The results indicate a concentration on institutional domains such as
linguistics, education, and the digitization of sign language content, which
closely reflect policy agendas. In contrast, culturally significant themes, such as
Deaf identity, cultural and artistic expression, civic engagement, and
international exchange, remain underexplored. This finding suggests that
function—oriented policy frameworks shape research priorities.

Based on this analysis, the study proposes the following: (1) expanding
research themes from a cultural diversity perspective; (2) mandating the
participation of Deaf scholars in publicly funded research as a criterion for cultural
and linguistic equity; and (3) creating a digital archive to store and disseminate
research outcomes, making them accessible to scholars beyond the KSL
research field. It also emphasizes the importance of publishing research results
in KSL to ensure information accessibility and foster meaningful participation
from the Deaf community. These proposals align with the “Deaf Culture Archive”
initiative in Korea’s second KSL development plan and contribute to the

realization of a sustainable, rights—based language and cultural policy.



b= 401 2

ok

[Keywords] Korean sign language, Korean Sign Language Act, sign language

policy, cultural policy, Deaf culture, research trends

Shin, Yoojin_Lecturer, Kongju National University / First Author (ksyoojin@kongju. ac. kr)






