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[Abstract]

How Do Cultural Programs and Community Hubs
Enhance Settlement Intention?: An Empirical
Analysis of Seogwipo Cultural City

Yun, Seo-Won + Shim, Kyusun - Lee, Yun—-Suk

Enhancing residents’ settlement intention has become a critical issue in
addressing regional decline in Korea. This study examines the limitations of
regions where substantial financial investment has not led to effective outcomes
and explores the potential role of culture in strengthening settlement intention
through a case study of a designated cultural city. Using data from the 2024
Seogwipo Cultural City Performance Analysis Survey, this study categorizes core
participation types into programs and community hubs, comparatively analyzing
their relationships with settlement intention.

The results show that 77.3% of program participants and 78.2% of community
hub users reported agreement or higher regarding settlement intention,
indicating a strong association between cultural city participation and residents’
attachment to place. Patterns varied by participant characteristics: younger
residents in their 30s and 40s showed higher levels of settlement intention
within the program group, while family visits were the only factor significantly
associated with settlement intention in the community hub group. No significant
differences were observed across program types, however among community
hubs, only the musical instrument library showed a significant association. These
findings further suggest that settlement intention is more closely associated
with the combined experience of programs and spaces that enable active and
sustained participation.

By empirically examining the relationship between cultural participation and
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settlement intention, this study provides insights into the role of culture as a

policy approach to addressing regional decline.

[Keywords] cultural city, regional decline, settlement intention, cultural programs,

community hub spaces
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