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[Abstract]

A Study on the Multilayered Marginality of the Arts
Ecosystem in the Seoul Metropolitan Area:
Focusing on Cluster Analysis at the Municipal Level

Na, Bori

This study examines the multilayered hierarchies and structural imbalances
of the local arts environment across municipal units in the Seoul Metropolitan
Area (SMA), which have been overshadowed by conventional discourse treating
the SMA as a single homogeneous region. To this end, the arts environment was
conceptualized through a value chain framework encompassing creation,
distribution, and consumption, followed by a cluster analysis based on data from
local municipalities in the SMA.

The findings reveal that the arts environment in the SMA forms a three-tiered
hierarchical structure consisting of a core, semi—periphery, and periphery.
Observing the concentration of capital and infrastructure in key core areas, such
as Jongno, Gangnam, and Mapo, the study identifies three key structural
imbalances: the fragmentation of the arts production system, spatial mismatches
between artists and distribution infrastructure, and a discrepancy between
public cultural expenditure and cultural self-sufficiency.

These findings highlight the need to shift toward tailored local policies based
on cluster-specific characteristics and to establish regional governance models
rather than pursue a uniform, self-contained ecosystem for every municipality.
This study contributes to the literature by empirically uncovering micro-level and
structural imbalances within the SMA and by offering foundational insights into
regional cultural policy formulation. Future research is needed to explore the
dynamic networks and micro-level interactions among peripheral clusters.

[Keywords] core—periphery, value chain, Seoul metropolitan area, arts ecosystem,
cluster analysis

Na, Bori_Research Fellow, Seongnam Research Institute / First Author (borina@snri.re.kr)



